DEVOTIONAL SUBMITTED TO “FRUIT OF THE VINE”

With a grandfather and father both Quaker pastors, I have always been sensitive
to the things of God, first out of fear of punishment as a child, and later with more
understanding of God's love and grace. My favorite definition of grace was my dad's—
undeserved kindness. Recently I have become aware that I needed to know more about
the meaning of the cross, so I asked the Lord to teach me and I believe he did. My goal
this week is that we might gain a deeper understanding and a greater appreciation for
what Jesus did for us on the cross.

I live on a cattle farm in Madison County, Indiana with my husband Bob and
about a hundred Black Angus cows. We are fortunate that our children and their families
all live nearby.

Ruth Moss Coverdale
Frankton, Indiana



Day 1 The Cross Can Be Offensive

BIBLE READING: John 6: 51-68

“Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom. But
we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 Cor. 1: 22-24)

Offense: to cause to feel hurt, make angry, displeasing

Many years ago I read that a well-known evangelist at the time asked God
one day, "Lord, why isn't the world 'saved.'?" The answer he heard was “the
offense of the cross.” In the past I have cringed at hearing the words of the
hymn, "What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus." It is
an offensive image. A Friend in my meeting moved for family reasons to
another church that practiced communion with the elements. She said,
“They're always talking about blood.” She was offended. We know there are
those who follow Jesus because of his teaching about love and peace, but are
unable to accept the concept of his dying for our sins.

In our Scripture today, too many people were following Jesus for the
wrong reasons. They were following because they had just been fed by a
miracle and were planning to make him king by force (John 6: 15). So he
talked about eating his flesh and drinking his blood, knowing they would
take it literally, be offended, and stop following. They may have known
enough about Jewish law to know that drinking blood was forbidden.
(Leviticus 17:12) Even the twelve were grumbling among themselves at the
idea.

So Jesus said to them, “Do you also want to leave?” Peter answered,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe
and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

Now we understand what Jesus meant. He himself —his life, his death,
his resurrection--would be the source of our spiritual life.

Are you offended by the cross? Would you also say, “Lord, to whom
shall we go?”

Song: Just As I Am

Prayer suggestion: Jesus, teach us about your cross.



Day 2 The Cross was Necessary

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 53: 1-6,

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the
Lord has laid on him the iniquity (sins) of us all.” (Isaiah 53: 6)

Necessary: Something essential or indispensable, as food is a necessity.

700 years before it happened Isaiah wrote these words about the Messiah Jesus.
There are so many sacrifices and offerings in the Old Testament it can be confusing. The
scriptures tell us that sheep, goats, and cattle were sacrificed and in Jesus' time even
birds were used.

As the people prepared for the Exodus they were given these instructions: “The
animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from
the sheep or the goats.” (Exodus 12:5) Each household was to take some of the blood
and apply it over the top and on the sides of the door to protect their family from the
judgment that was coming on the Egyptians.

Instructions for the Day of Atonement are found in Leviticus 16. “Atonement is to
be made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites.” (v. 34) Here is the story of two
goats. Lots were cast and one goat was sacrificed for a sin offering. Then the priest
(Aaron) placed his hands on the head of the live goat and “confessed all the wickedness
and rebellion of the Israelites — all their sins.” Then it was sent into the desert—the
scapegoat. .

Matthew, Mark and Luke each give an account of what Jesus went through in
Gethsemane. In each something different is emphasized. Peter, James and John are with
him in each one. Matthew writes, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of
death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” Then he fell to the ground and prayed “My
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.” (26:38)

Mark uses the expression “Abba, Father,” showing an especially close
relationship, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me.” (14:36)

Luke records Jesus saying, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me.” In
this account an angel appears and strengthens him. “And being in anguish he prayed
more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.” (22:42)

In every account Jesus pleads for another way to be provided but no other way is
found. So in every account he ends with, “yet not my will, but yours be done.”

My NIV study Bible says that just as Aaron laid his hands on the scapegoat and
symbolically put Israel's sins on it, so the Lord laid our sins on Jesus. He became “the
lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1: 29)

Song: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Prayer Suggestion: Thank you, Jesus, for going to the cross for us.



Day 3 The Cross Brought Reconciliation

BIBLE READING: 2 Cor. 5: 16-21

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new
has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ...” (v.18)

Reconcile: To restore to a state of harmony after a break in relations

Reconciliation. What a wonderful word! Imagine a married couple who have
neglected their relationship and have grown apart. Maybe there has been unfaithfulness.
They decide to forgive and rebuild the marriage with God's help. Love returns and it
becomes a beautiful thing.

Imagine a brother and sister who have not spoken in years. Perhaps one realizes
they need each other and reaches out asking for forgiveness. They email and begin t6
rebuild their relationship.

Imagine two friends who had argued over a political issue. Sharp words had been
spoken and not forgotten. One misses the other and decides to reach out asking for
forgiveness. They meet for lunch and begin again to share their lives.

How wonderful also that the cross offers us forgiveness—reconciliation with our
Creator, our Heavenly Father! Reconciliation through the cross was an important theme
in the Apostle Paul's writings. In today's scripture he writes that God “reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation...We are therefore
Christ's ambassadors...”

Colossians 1: 15-20 records an amazing passage about the supremacy of Christ
that my NIV study Bible says may have been an early Christian hymn. Near the end of
it Paul writes, “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him (Christ), and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, by making peace through his blood shed on the cross.” (v. 19, 20)

In Ephesians chapter two Paul is writing about reconciliation between Jews and
Gentiles. “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility...His purpose was to create in himself one new man
out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God
through the cross. (v. 14-16)

Is this peace possible through Christ between any groups of people? Even
between Democrats and Republicans?

Song: What Wondrous Love is This
Prayer Suggestion: Thank You, Jesus, for going to the cross for us.



Day 4 The Cross Brought a New Covenant

BIBLE READING: Exodus 24: 3-8, Matthew 26: 26-29

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood which is poured out for you.”

(Luke 22: 20)

Covenant: An agreement formally made

As I looked for the covenants God made in the Old Testament, the first one I
found was with Noah, his descendants, and every living creature. God said, “I have set
my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be a sign of the covenant between me and the
earth.. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life.” (Genesis 9: 13-15)

Later, there were two covenants with Abraham. The first is found in Genesis 15
when God promised to give him a son of his own and as many descendants “as the stars
if you can count them.” Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as
righteousness. The second is in Genesis 17 when God gave Abraham the covenant of
circumcision, for every male eight days and older as a sign of submission to God.

In Exodus 19:5-6 God said to the Israelites, “Now if you obey me fully and keep
my commandments then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.
Although the whole earth is mine, you will be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”
The people responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said.” In our scripture today,
Moses took some of the sacrificial blood and sprinkled it on the people saying, “This is
the blood of the covenant the Lord has made with you...” The Ten Commandments were
given to them in Exodus chapter 20. Much of the Old Testament is the story of the ups
and downs of the Hebrew people as they went from obedience to disobedience, from
faithfulness to God to idolatry, over and over again.

Eventually God allowed the Babylonians to carry them into exile for 70 years.
Even then he gave them hope in Jeremiah 31:31-33 “The time is coming when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel... I will put my law in their minds and
write it on their hearts.”

Paul wrote, “...our competence comes from God. He has made us competent as
ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.” (2 Corinthians 3: 5-6)

The writer of Hebrews wrote a long letter explaining how the new covenant with
Jesus Christ is far superior to the old covenant. “He sets aside the first to establish the
second. And...we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus once
for all.” (10:8) “Day after day every priest ...offers the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins. But when this priest (Christ) had offered for all time one sacrifice for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. ...by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever
those who are being made holy.” (10:11-14)

Salvation is made available to all people through faith in Jesus Christ!

Song: The Solid Rock
Prayer Suggestion: Thank you, Jesus, for going to the cross for us.



Day 5 The Cross Overcame the Powers of Evil

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 6: 10-18

“And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of
them, triumphing over them by the cross.” (Colossians 2:15)

Evil: Anything that causes harm or injury

The gospels show us that Jesus had power over the forces of evil throughout his
ministry. Luke 8: 26-38 is the story of the pitiful demon-possessed man of the Gerasenes
who lived in the tombs and who chains could not hold. Jesus met him and healed him.
When he begged to go with Jesus, he told him, “Go home and tell how much God has
done for you.”

Luke also tells of the seventy-two whom Jesus sent out “two by two” ahead of
where he was going to go. He told them to heal the sick and say “the kingdom of God is
near you.” They returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your
name!” Jesus replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven. I have given you
authority to...overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.” (10:1-20)

But the cross must have been a special blow to the powers of evil because Paul
writes, “He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its
regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it
to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle
of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” (Colossians 2:13-15) My NIV study Bible
says this is a picture of a Roman general leading his captives through the streets of the
city for all to see his complete victory!

Yet Satan must still be alive and well because Peter warns us, “Be self-controlled
and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)

In today's scripture Paul writes that we must clothe ourselves in the armor of
God. “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms. Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground.” Paul goes on to name the armor: the
belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation,
the sword of the Spirit (the word of God) and prayer.

Don't we all know someone who has been overcome by temptation and whose
whole life has been upended, perhaps losing marriage and family?

Jesus said “Watch and pray, so you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is
willing but the body is weak.” (Matthew 26:41)

“But thanks be to God who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ...”
(2 Cor 2:14) We can participate in Christ's victory!

Song: Above All - Michael W. Smith

Prayer Suggestion: Thank you, Jesus, for going to the cross for us.



Day 6 The Cross Brought Redemption

SCRIPTURE READING: Colossians 1:13-14

“...the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a
ransom for many.” (Matthew 20: 28)

Redeem: To ransom from bondage, as by paying a debt, to free by paying

of a ransom or price

Imagine you are a slave in the deep South in the early 1800s. You are owned by a
mean, hard-drinking man who beats you regularly for no reason. You must work in the
fields every day from dawn to dusk for no pay. You know that any day you could be sold
away from your family. Then one day a kind rich man comes along and buys you and
takes you into his own home and adopts you as his own son or daughter.

The idea of redemption through the cross surprised me but it shouldn't have. It
began jumping out at me from Exodus to Revelation.

God says to Moses, “I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke
of the Egyptians. [ will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with
an outstretched arm.” (Exodus 6:6)

Redemption is all over Paul's writings. To the Romans he writes, “ This
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is
no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (3: 22-24) And to
the Ephesians he writes, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all
wisdom and understanding.” (1: 7-8) And to the Galatians, “He redeemed us in order
that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so
that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.” (3:14)

Peter writes in his first letter, “For you know that it was not with perishable things
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed...but with the precious blood of Christ, a
lamb without blemish or defect.” (1:18-19)

The writer of Hebrews writes, “...he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by
his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.” (9:12)

And finally the Apostle John writes in Revelation: 5: 9, “You are worthy to take
the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.”

I couldn't write this page without mentioning the colossal statue of “Christ the
Redeemer” that overlooks Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. It's interesting, but would Friends
think Jesus would rather the money spent had been used to help people?

Song: Jesus Messiah — Gaither Quartet

Prayer Suggestion: Thank you, Jesus, for going to the cross for us.



Day 7 The Cross Must be Remembered

BIBLE READING: Luke 22: 7-20, 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26

“And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19)

Remember: To call to mind, to keep in mind

When I looked up “remember” in my concordance, I found many familiar
scriptures, such as “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy (Exodus 20: 8),
“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth...” (Ecclesiastes 12:1), “He (God)
knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. (Psalm 103:14)

In Old Testament times it seems the most important thing God wanted the
Israelites to remember was the Exodus, when he rescued them from slavery in Egypt. He
gave them the Passover — seven days every year to remember and celebrate. (I found
instructions in Exodus chapters 12 and 13, Numbers 9, and Deuteronomy 16.)

So it was during the Passover when Jesus and his disciples were together and
eating the meal that Jesus said, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the
kingdom of God.” After taking the cup he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it
among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom
of God comes.” Then he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them and
said, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

When I arrived on the campus of Taylor University in the fall of 1955, I had
grown up in a Friends meeting and had never had an opportunity to take communion
with the elements. Communion was practiced every three months at TU and as I was
considering what to do, I confided to a friend that it seemed silly to me. After he
explained the meaning, and since I knew Jesus as my Savior, I decided to participate.
Now I find it meaningful and am comfortable doing it when I have the opportunity.

I have attended churches where communion with wine or grape juice and some
sort of bread is a regular part of the service every Sunday. There are always prayers of
thankfulness for Christ's sacrifice. We know that in George Fox's time everyone was
taking communion but he couldn't find anyone who had a real, living relationship with
Christ; it had become an empty ritual. I think it is good that we remember the sacrifice
every Sunday (or every day!) whether or not we practice communion with the elements.
Since most Friends do not use the elements, are we in danger of forgetting Christ's
sacrifice? Without the bread and the cup, how can Friends be sure to remember?

Song: To God Be the Glory

Prayer Suggestion: Thank you, Jesus, for going to the cross for us.

Help us to always remember and be thankful.



